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FOR AMBASSADOR FROM VELIOTES 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: OGEN, IS 

SUBJECT: CAMPAIGN IN U.S. TO AID SAMI ESMAIL 

1 . WE ARE CABLING YOU SEPARATELY ON JANUARY 20 MEETING 
HERE WITH SAMI ESMAIL'S SUPPORTERS. YOU SHOULD BE AWARE 
THAT BASSIM ESMAIL, SAMI'S BROTHER, PRESENTED AFFIDAVIT TO 
DEPARTMENT AT MEETING CONTAINING INTER ALIA FOLLOWING 
ALLEGATION. BEGIN TEXT. 

ON DECEMBER 29TH, AT 10:00 A.M., I WENT TO THE AMERICAN 
EMBASSY AND SPOKE WITH MR. JAMES KERR, JR.. THE AMERICAN 
CONSUL, AND COMPLAINED ABOUT SAMI HAVING BEEN SUBJECTED TO 
TORTURE BY THE ISRAELI POLICE AND GAVE HIM THE DETAILS. 

HE REQUESTED THAT I WRITE A WRITTEN REPORT WHICH I DID AND 
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I ASKED THAT HE SEND IT TO BOTH THE STATE DEPARTMENT AND 
THE ISRAELI GOVERNMENT AND ISSUE A PROTEST. MR. KERR 
STATED THAT HE WOULD SEND THE REPORT TO THE STATE DEPART- 
MENT BUT HE ADVISED ME AGAINST REQUESTING A PROTEST TO THE 
ISRAELI GOVERNMENT. WHEN I ASKED HIM WHY, HE STATED, "THEY 
WOULD PROBABLY TORTURE YOUR BROTHER MORE IF WE SENT IT." 
"BESIDES," MR. KERR SAID, "WHAT GOVERNMENT DOESN’T TORTURE 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 

ITS PRISONERS?" END TEXT. 

2, BASSIM ESMAIL AT MEETING ALSO ASSERTED ORALLY THAT KERR 

HAD TOLD HIM HE KNEW OF SPECIFIC INSTANCES OF USE OF 
TORTURE BY POLICE IN U.S., SUCH AS IN GEORGIA. 

3. WOULD APPRECIATE KNOWING WHAT KERR ACTUALLY SAID. CHRISTOPHER 
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